
RED CROSS DELEGATE BIOS: 
 
Hans Cunningham  
Hans Cunningham is a General Surgeon with 14 years of trauma experience and 21 years of 
military experience. He became a Canadian Red Cross medical delegate in 2011 and has been 
deployed all over the world to help those in disaster and conflict zones.  
 
Hans has been deployed with the International Committee of the Red Cross to Libya on three 
occasions, Pakistan, Tunisia and Israel, to provide medical care. Most recently, he was sent to 
Germany to support the German Red Cross with the Refugee Crisis.  

Currently, Hans is the Chief of Surgery at the Vancouver Island Health Authority. He is also the 
Vice-chair of the BC Branch of American College of Surgeons Committee, which focuses on 
trauma.  

Hans also initiated several important concepts pertaining to health care reform in the Canadian 
Forces. For this he received a letter of appreciation from the Chief of Defence Staff for 
contributions to health care reform.  

Outside of work, Hans has three wonderful boys with his partner, Sonja, who is also a Canadian 
Red Cross delegate.  

Laura Keegan Bio  
Laura has a passion for humanity and both her paid work and volunteer ventures show this 
commitment. Laura is the Director of Resource Development and Public Engagement at HIV 
Edmonton working to raise both funds and awareness regarding HIV and AIDS.  
 
She holds a Masters in International Social Work from the University of Calgary and has lived 
and worked overseas in both Panama and Papua New Guinea.  In recognition of her long 
standing humanitarian efforts she was a recipient of Avenue Magazine's "Top 40 Under 40" in 
2010.  
 
She continues her commitment to International issues by being an Emergency Response Unit 
(ERU) delegate for the Canadian Red Cross ready for rapid deployment in response to conflict 
or disaster.  In 2015 she deployed to Sierra Leone to respond to the Ebola epidemic, a 
positively life changing experience for her. 
 
Laura is an intrepid traveler, (mostly) a bicycle commuter and enjoys whimsical jaunts to 
Edmonton’s river valley with her big mutt Seamus. She volunteers with the Canadian Red Cross 
locally with the Detention Monitoring and Restoring Family Links program and is thrilled to be in 
her second term with the YWCA Edmonton. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lisa Brander Biography 
Lisa Brander has been a medical aid worker for the Canadian Red Cross since 2013. Since 
then she has been deployed twice; once to Jordan for four months to help Syrian refugees, and 
once to Nepal after the earthquakes last spring.  
 
Lisa graduated with her Bachelor of Science in Pharmacy from the University of Alberta and 
shortly thereafter began her career as a pharmacist in Manitoba, working in community and 
hospital pharmacies.   
 
In 1989, Lisa joined the Canadian Forces as a pharmacist. Throughout her 15-year career she 
filled many military positions, both in clinical and administrative duties, at different military bases 
across Canada.  She was also deployed overseas several times.   
In the mid-90’s, Lisa went to Haiti to cleanup some medical supplies for the United Nations, and 
in 2002 she was deployed to Southwest Asia for six months to set up a medical depot in order 
to supply medical supplies and equipment to the Army in Afghanistan, the ships in the Persian 
Gulf and the Air base in southwest Asia.   
 
In 2010, Pharmacists Without Borders Canada setup a 5-year mission at St. Mary’s Hospital 
Lacor, a 480-bed hospital in northern Uganda, to increase the efficiency and effectiveness of the 
Pharmacy Department.  Lisa deployed to Uganda for 6 months with this mission.  In 2013, Lisa 
held the position of Mission Leader for this project, organizing the deployment of other 
pharmacists and pharmacy students.  She went to Uganda to assess the work in 2014, and 
again in 2015 from mid-July to end of September to complete the work and to close the mission.   
 
Lisa resides in Edmonton and has three children and six grandchildren.  She enjoys her music 
and different sports. 
 
Sandra Demota Bio 
Sandra Damota's international experience began in New Orleans, following Hurricanes Katrina 
and Rita, where she worked with an organization to open an emergency shelter for women and 
children.  
 
In January of 2012 she became a Psychosocial Support Delegate with the Canadian Red 
Cross's Emergency Response Unit. Since then she has been deployed on multiple responses 
including, Hurricane Sandy, Typhoon Haiyan and the Ebola outbreak in West Africa.   
When she’s not on international deployments, Sandra works as a Community Development 
Officer with the City of Toronto's Community Crisis Response Program. In this role she 
coordinates community based responses to violent and traumatic incidents including; shootings, 
stabbings, swarming’s and gang related activity.   
 
For the last 9 years, she has also been an active member of the City of Toronto's Emergency 
Response Team, assisting to support the operations at emergency reception centres following 
large domestic emergencies.       
 
Sandra has 15 years of experience in the social services sector working with a variety of 
populations and in various community settings.  Prior to her work in the field of social services, 
she worked in the fitness and nutrition industry promoting healthy eating, fitness and 
recreational activities. 
 
Outside of work, she is a mother to 3 beautiful boys and enjoys anything and everything that 
allows for much laughter and fun! 
 
 



Dave Bateman Bio 
Dave Bateman has been a medical delegate with the Canadian Red Cross since 2012.  
Since then, Dave has been deployed with the Emergency Response Unit as a clinical nurse, 
psychosocial nurse and team lead ON a NUMBER of international humanitarian responses. His 
deployments include Haiti (on three different occasions), the Solomon Islands, Zimbabwe and 
most recently, to Germany to work with refugees in the Erding Camp.  
 
With over 25 years of nursing experience and a Masters Degree in Public Health, Dave is 
currently the Director of Clinical Programs for the Prostate Cancer Centre in Calgary, Alberta. 
Prior to this role he was a nursing instructor at Mount Royal University, Site Manager for the 
Canmore Hospital, (AHS),  and also worked in Outpost Nursing for Health and Welfare Canada, 
where he worked on fly-in reserves for over 10 years.  
   
Dave currently resides in Canmore, Alberta with his wife Susie and their two sons.  
   
Dawn Anderson Bio 
Dawn Anderson was the 2015 recipient of the Florence Nightingale Medal, awarded by the 
International Committee of the Red Cross. She is the only Canadian nurse to be honoured for 
exceptional courage and devotion to victims of armed conflict or natural disaster, as well as for 
pioneering spirit in areas of public health or nursing education.  
 
As a Red Cross aid worker since 2012, Dawn has assisted in crises in the Philippines, 
Afghanistan, Central African Republic, Jordan, Gaza and Nepal. On these deployments she has 
worked as a head nurse, an emergency and ICU nurse, and an emergency room trauma course 
instructor.  
 
In addition to her impressive humanitarian contributions abroad, Dawn currently works as an 
emergency room nurse in the British Columbia Southern Interior. She is currently studying to 
specialize as an operating room nurse.  
 
In her “spare time” Dawn enjoys cooking and baking, and she’s known for making a great latte 
no matter where in the world she is. She also enjoys traveling for fun, hiking, snowshoeing and 
biking.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


